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Mount Pleasant

This brochure is a joint production between the Mount Pleasant History Group,
the Ballarat Neighbourhood Centre and the East Ballarat Neighbourhood Centre.
It is part of a signage project funded under the Engaging Communities initiative
of the City of Ballarat. We wish to thank all those involved in the research and
production of the brochure, including Dr Bill Garner, Max Duthie, Mal Jones, Jill
McDonald, Kate Owen, Catherine McLay, City of Ballarat, Mount Pleasant Primary
School and Uniting Housing Victoria.
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Do you know more about this area? Visit
www.timecapsuleballarat.com to share
your stories about Mount Pleasant.

To explore more of Ballarat’s heritage,
visit www.hulballarat.org.au
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Scan the QR to access more information about
the Discover Historic Mount Pleasant Trail, or visit
www.hulballarat.org.au/discovermtpleasant

A guide to historic sites in
Mount Pleasant












Tue Band 0s Hose % Aceion Comsous Bartemy & Fuant a1 NO7a 10 Suarrs Baivarar




Above: A.B. Yuilles Station Ballaarat,
d Campbell

1847, Archib:
(Source: Nation:

nla.obj-147155346-m)

Right: The Yuille Clan, ¢1935
(Source: Ballarat Historical Society) i
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7 VYuille Woolshed Site & Miner’s Right Diggings

Greene Drive
As you continue along Humffray St South, past the
aqueduct and towards the Water Treatment Works you
will notice a line of bushes leading towards the
Yarrowee. This is the remnant of Woolshed Creek, so
named because a woolshed was built there by the
Yuilles when they took over the Anderson pastoral
run in 1837. The woolshed was opposite a small
wooden house built in 1840 by Archie Yuille on the
other side of the Yarrowee. As working buildings
generally preceded solid dwellings when sheep
stations were being established, the woolshed—of
which no trace remains—was probably the first solid
European structure in the Ballarat area. In 1856 there
was a rush to a fresh alluvial goldfield here, named
Miner’s Right. The holes and tents spread south from
the Prest Street Bridge area towards Magpie.

If you follow the line of the sewerage pipe along
Humffray St South you will pass several commercial
sites. The Miner’s Right Hotel was on the rise into
which the sewerage pipe disappears while another
canvas hotel, the Rose of Denmark, was a little further
south. Between 1891 and 1909 the floodplain was the
site of extensive dredging for gold by the Yarrowee
Dredging Company.
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8 Former Methodist / Uniting Church

Corner Tress and Morton Streets
This collection of buildings was at the heart of Mount
Pleasant’s spiritual, social and cultural life for more
than a century. The first structures here were a large
canvas Wesleyan chapel erected in 1855, followed two
years later by a wooden church. The first minister to
preach here was the Rev Theophilus Taylor, the
Wesleyan circuit superintendent. After the bluestone
church was built in 1865 the old wooden church was
used both as a Sunday )
School and as a Denomin- T
ational School and then as a
National School. A new
building was necessary in
1876 to accommodate the
200 Sunday School scholars b=l
and their 20 teachers. This JL!E
was replaced in 1906 by the el
red brick building on the
corner. Susan Trethowan, whose name can be found
on one of its five foundation stones, had attended
Sunday School in the canvas chapel in 1855. The
modern cream brick church was completed in 1955,
a century after the first tent chapel was erected at the
Reserve.
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Top: Jubilee Teachers &
Officers, 1€ Source:
Uniting Church Archive)

Above, right: The first
wooden church, 1857
(Source: Peers)

Right: The 1906 Sunday
School (left) and the 186
(centre) and 1955 (right)
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—— Early Settlement
Walk (allow 1 hour)

——  Church, School
& Shops Walk

(approx 1 hour)
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