Ballarat Heritage Education – How to use the slide kit.
What is Heritage

All slide sets can be used as stand alone information.  Slide set 1 provides an overview of what is heritage and Slide set 2 provides examples of heritage.  These sets provide a basic grounding in heritage concepts.
Slide set 3 shows what heritage is used for – it focuses on public buildings, houses and infrastructure to demonstrate heritage in every day life.
Slide set 4 examines the skills used to build heritage.  It gives a snapshot of classical skills such as stone masonry and will help children identify construction methods.

Slide set 5 focuses on the unusual as heritage is not just buildings.  Bridges, walls, infrastructure, maps, towers and statues are some of the items covered.

Slide sets 6 and 7 look at life in other eras.  Set 6 examines school, work and health while set 7 looks at life in the home – shopping, cooking, travel and laundry.

Each slide set has on screen questions for children as well as teachers notes to provide background information and an indication of what VELS are covered by each slide.

Using the slides.

Using Slide Set 1 as an example the aim is to give students a basic understanding of the aspects of heritage.  

The first few slides provide a basic definition and then there is an opportunity for the children to nominate examples which can be recorded.

Then the children are prompted to think of something that their grandparent might have that would be passed down to them.

The slide kit then gives more examples by type of heritage item.  At each state there is an opportunity to have a discussion about what elements would tell their story? –  and record them.

At the end of the slide set there is an opportunity for a simple activity with your class.  Take them outside (if possible) or get them to think about their trip to and from school.   Are there any heritage element there?  Record the sites on cards.  A group activity could be to have teams discuss the sites, if they like or dislike them, what the sites story might be – and who might be able to tell them more.  This could also be an art activity – drawing or modelling the site. 

Potential Activity – Clues in the Street.

· Times have changed

Street furniture, street materials, fences and signs reflect the needs of a society and the materials and knowledge available at a time.  Remnants of old road surfaces, iron fences, road markers, water troughs or post boxes, statues, rotundas, traffic signals, trees, utility covers still exit.

Slide set 3 provides examples of some of these in Ballarat.

As an exercise discuss what is in the streets around the school.  When were they put there – does that organisation still exist.   Encourage children to have a look at utility markers or covers near their home.  What is written on them – what does that stand for.  Eg – PMG on a pit cover stands for Post Master General (now Australia Post).  As phones are a form of communication in the early years of telecommunications phones were managed by the postal service.  Telstra and Australia Post are now separate organisations.  

Do the children recognise or know of the location of any “old” street furniture or decorations such as old mail boxes, water troughs, stone distance markers, bluestone or flagstone surfaces – the arch, statues, rotundas etc.   

Potential Activity – Excursions.

The Ballarat Fine Art Gallery, The Mechanics Institute, The Ballarat Tram Museum, Her Majesty’s Theatre, the Sturt St / Lydiard St Precinct, the Ballarat Botanic Gardens and the Koori Heritage Centre are all excursion ideas that are easily accessed.  
Already planned excursions or activities  can also be used to demonstrate heritage – for example

· When at the gardens – the statuary, the war memorial, the tram, the Robert Clarke Centre, the Olympic rings, the trees all tell you about Ballarat and what was important to the community.  Can the children name events are held at the gardens?  

· When in Ballarat central – the statues in Sturt St, Lydiard St, the Mechanics Institute, Her Majesty’s, the Art Gallery represent many types of heritage.  A walking tour is available at the Tourism Ballarat webpage.

· The statues may be of interest to children.  For example the “horse” statue introduces the concept of casualties of war – including animals which would also tie in to stories such as Simpson and his donkey.  

· The Ballarat Fine Gallery has an education officer and tours and activities can be planned.  

More Information
· Ballarat and District Aboriginal Co-operative http://badac.ballarat.net.au/
· Gold Museum http://www.sovereignhill.com.au/?id=gmuseum
· Central Highlands Historical Society http://www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/chha/info.htm
· Ballarat Genealogical Society http://www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/bgmain.htm
· Ballarat Historical Society http://www.ballarathistoricalsociety.com/
· Buninyong and District Historical Society http://home.vicnet.net.au/~buninhis/
· Ballarat Botanic Gardens : http://www.ballaratbotanicalgardens.com/
· Ballarat Heritage Walks and Guides - http://www.visitballarat.com.au/articleZone.jsp?articleZoneID=517
· Public Records Office Victoria- http://www.prov.vic.gov.au/access/visitus.asp
· Central Highlands Library Service http://www.chrlc.vic.gov.au/
· University of Ballarat – Library http://innopac.ballarat.edu.au/
· University of Ballarat – Art and Historical Collection http://www.ballarat.edu.au/fdp/history/
· Heritage Victoria – heritage publications http://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/page.asp?ID=192
· Heritage Victoria – technical notes http://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/page.asp?ID=168 and http://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/page.asp?ID=189
· Ballarat Heritage Services - http://www.ballaratheritage.com.au/
· National Trust of Victoria - http://www.nattrust.com.au/info.asp?pg=home
· Ranger Museum-- Ranger Barracks, Curtis Street, Ballarat, VIC 3350 

· Ballarat Mechanics Institute - http://www.library.org.au/
· Ballarat Tramway Museum - http://www.btm.org.au/
· Museum Victoria http://www.museum.vic.gov.au/bfa/activities/index.htm
· Australian Science and Technology Centre http://www.austehc.unimelb.edu.au
· Australia ICOMOS - http://www.icomos.org/australia
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